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he placed high in the scale; and used to say, that he had never
known a happy old man, except those who were able to live over
again in the pleasures of the young. For passionate emotions of
all sorts, and for everything which has been said or writ-
ten in exaltation of them, he professed the greatest contempt.
He regarded them as a form of madness. The intense' was
with him a bye-word of scornful disapprobation. He regarded
as an aberration of the moral standard of modern times,
compared with that of the ancients, the great stress laid upon
feeling.
The intellectual conviction that pleasure is the sole good,
together with a temperamental incapacity for experiencing it,
was characteristic of Utilitarians. From the point of view of the
calculus of pleasures and pains, their emotional poverty was
advantageous: they tended to think that pleasure could be
measured by bank-account, and pain by fines or terms of im-
prisonment. Unselfish and stoical devotion to the doctrine that
every man seeks only his own pleasure is a curious psychological
paradox. Something not dissimilar was to be found in Lenin and
his most sincere followers. Lenin held, apparently, that the good
consists in abundance of material commodities; he was very
scornful of all appeals to altruism, and believed, as firmly as the
Benthamites, that economic self-interest governs men's economic
activities. On behalf of this creed, he endured persecution, exile
and poverty; when he rose to be the head of a great State he lived
with Spartan simplicity; and from worship of material prosperity
he plunged his country into many years of abysmal poverty. The
Benthamites were not called upon for such heroic action, but
their mentality is closely similar.
James Mill was a democrat, not because he felt himself down-
trodden (for who would have dared to down-tread such a man?),
nor yet from generous sympathy, with which nature had not
endowed him in any large measure. He was a democrat, so far as
can be judged, from a rational application of the feliciflc calculus.
If you have a shilling to distribute among twelve children, you
will, other things being equal, cause most happiness by giving
them each a penny. If you gave a shilling to one, and nothing to
the other eleven, the one would get ill from a surfeit of sweets,
and the other eleven would be filled with envious rage. This, so
far as it goes, is an argument for communism, but communism
was vehemently opposed by aH the Benthamites, because they